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ABSTRACT The important role women entrepreneur plays to combat unemployment should not be underestimated,
especially in countries with growing unemployment rates such as South Africa. This study examined the strategies
adopted by women entrepreneurs to ensure small business success in the Nkonkobe Municipality, Eastern Cape.
The objectives of the study were to identify business strategies adopted by women entrepreneurs to remain
sustainable and completely effective in the market. The study also identified the impact of financial challenges on
failure of women entrepreneurs.The study adopted survey research design. A structured questionnaire was used to
elicit information from the respondents and simple random sampling method was used to select the samples for this
study. The instrument that was validated and its reliability measured was analysed using descriptive and inferential
statistics. The findings showed that the strategies adopted by women entrepreneurs have a positive effect on the
success of small businesses. Recommendations were given to women entrepreneurs to take some time to study the
nature of challenges other women have faced in business and possibly provide solutions to such issues before
starting their own business.


